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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends 

This week we said farewell to our Estates Manager, Ben Fay, and I would like to take this opportunity to 
formally thank him on behalf of the governors and myself for the excellent work he has carried out during his 
time with us. His contribution has been invaluable, particularly whilst preparing for the move from our old 
sites and supporting our transition into this amazing new campus. 

Ben’s support, knowledge, and professionalism have been evident throughout his time with us and he 
played a crucial role across the whole school community, from Nursery to the Sixth Form, and he will be 
missed.  His vision has enabled Bedford Greenacre to get the very best out of the new build and the estate, 
ensuring we have a learning environment we can all be proud of.  We wish Ben all the very best for the 
future. 

I am also pleased to announce that Aidan Diffey will be taking on the role of Estate Site Agent. Aidan knows 
the school well, having carried out work for us in the past, so I am certain there will be a seamless transition. 

Development update:   
 
We are rapidly heading towards the final planning stages for the Padel 
Courts, so construction should be underway soon.   The school will have 
use of the padel facilities during timetabled sessions, and we hope that 
parents will use the facility too.  For children it's a fun, easy to learn sport 
which promotes teamwork, boosts co-ordination, and provides a full-
body workout.  It will be great for physical fitness, social skills, confidence, 
and long-term healthy habits. It's a social doubles game that combines 
elements of tennis and squash, focusing more on strategy and less on 
brute strength, making it accessible and rewarding for children and 
adults alike.  

Competition News: 
 
Congratulations to our pupils who took part in the “Food Friends” Young Artist 
Competition and had their artwork published in a book.  This national contest 
encouraged pupils to use their imagination and creativity by turning everyday 
food items into fun and friendly characters. The competition was popular with 
the pupils who attend our after-care provision.  My thanks go to Mrs Kaur for 
supporting the pupils.   

 Enrichment: 
 
Our traditional Faith Tour took place this week, 

with the Year 5 pupils taking part in a trip which allows them to explore the 
different faiths found in the Queen’s Park area, visiting Guru Nanak 
Gurdwara, Jamia Masjid Gulshan e Baghdad Mosque and All Saints Church. 

We have been taking our pupils on this tour for many years as it allows them 
to see how the Queen’s Park area of Bedford is rich in different cultures and 
religions, with Christians, Muslims, Sikhs living harmoniously together, along 
with those of other faiths and those of no faith. We thank the faith leaders 
who have developed this experience, which helps to bring religious 
education to life and enhances the spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development of the pupils.   
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The sixth formers who are studying the Cambridge 
Technical Business course, together with those studying 
Sociology headed to London last week to visit the Museum 
of Brands.   
 
The Museum exhibits 150 years of brands from advertising 
to packaging through a time tunnel created by historian 
Robert Opie.  The Museum allows pupils to examine the 
role of brands in history and how they have developed in 
our modern world.  For example, the workshop pictured 
here explores the role of gender in advertising.  Pupils 
explored how gender roles have been encouraged through 
advertising throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, which 
feeds into both the business curriculum from a marketing 

perspective and the sociology curriculum when considering the wider implications of how the genders are 
perceived and how stereotypes can be formed.   
 
Overall, a very informative trip that allows the pupils to consider the wider aspect of their studies in relation 
to how brands manipulate us all.   

 
We were delighted to welcome Molly Bampton to the school 
to give a presentation to our pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 as part 
of our careers programme.  Molly works for the Agriculture and 
Horticulture Development Board (AHDB), in the Knowledge 
Exchange Team. She is the first point of contact for AHDB 
cereals and oilseeds levy-payers across the East Midlands 
and her aim is to help farmers tackle the challenges they face.  
Molly is a local lady and she was keen to share her love of 
farming with the pupils and discuss the various career 
opportunities available within the industry.  I believe it was a 
real eye opener for some of our pupils.  She was particularly 

keen to promote the industry as an option for females.  My thanks go to Molly for providing an inspiring talk.   
 
If your child is interested in the countryside and enjoys being outdoors, they may consider joining Young 
Farmers, which is for young people between the ages of 10-26.  You don’t need to be from a 
farming family; many of our current and past pupils have been members and have enjoyed 
meeting like-minded friends.  The School enjoys supporting Bedfordshire Young Farmers and I 
have attended many of their events over the years representing the School.     

This week, our Eco Council proudly put their pupil voice into action by 
creating a brand-new Eco Code for BGI. After thoughtful discussions 
and plenty of creative energy, students shared what matters most to 
them about protecting our environment — from reducing waste to 
caring for wildlife and making sustainable choices every day. 

Working collaboratively, the group transformed one of their ideas into 
a vibrant and inspiring Eco Code poster, which is shown here. This will 
soon be displayed as a daily reminder of our commitment to looking 
after the planet. 

It’s a wonderful example of student leadership in action and a 
powerful step forward in our ongoing eco journey. 
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Junior Stars of the week: 
 

Class w/c 12th January 2026 w/c 19th January 2026 
Forest (Reception) Siyana Iqbal Ari Khinda & Reign de Lange 
1M (Meadow) Remy Hayman-Read Eliana Vllusaliu & Jasper Taylor 
2C (Clover) Jude van Nieuwkerk Reuban Chandi 
3E (Emerald) Izzy Evans-Parker  Finley Kelly 
3W (Willow) Eliana Kehinde Ayva Khinda 
4J (Jade) Tristan Hunt Mino Blazinskas 
4S (Sage) Oliver Dixon Masha Sternyk 
5W (Woodland) Jack Warman Jack Warman 
5P (Pine) Sienna Anker Joshua Logan 
5M (Moss) Cameron Newbury Annabelle Sinfield 
6J (Juniper) Thomas Sharp Jude Butler 
6F (Fern) Arthur Woodlock Joshua Michael 
6L (Laurel) Oliver Paolucci Giacomo Spiniello 

Sports News: 
 

https://www.instagram.com/bedfordswiftsrufc/ 

Calling on rugby players.  If you are interested in joining a local Club, Bedford Swifts 
RUFC are keen to recruit new players.  BGI has had a long relationship with Bedford 
Swifts which has seen many former pupils and staff represent the Club over the 
years. ‘BGI Old Boys’ played a very successful match against Swifts two seasons 
ago. As is the case with many junior rugby clubs around the country, the playing 
numbers at Swifts have decreased over the past few years so they are very keen to 
speak to any new or former players who would like to join. 

Mr Evans, our Deputy Head, is a former 1st XV captain at Bedford Swifts and has fulfilled other roles at the 
club since 1997. If any parents or former pupils are interested in restarting their rugby careers at Bedford 
Swifts then please get in touch with Mr Evans on aevans@bedfordgreenacre.co.uk and he will happily 
arrange for a representative of the club to contact you. 

Football fixtures have now commenced with our U13 team being the first squad to take 
to the pitch, demonstrating some good skills.  Well done to everybody who took part 
and particular mention to ‘Player of the Match’ Ethan Canning.  

Our new netball courts were put to good use this week and I was delighted to see how 
well our U14 netball squads played, with both winning.  Well done to all the players for 
their efforts. 
 
I am pleased to see we have some keen golfers amongst the year groups, with the 
extra-curricular club held at Bedfordshire Golf Club proving popular.  Thank you to  
Mr Kelly for organising it. 

https://www.instagram.com/bedfordswiftsrufc/
mailto:aevans@bedfordgreenacre.co.uk
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Nursery News 

This week in Robins, the children were having lots of fun exploring the new phonics sound! 

To bring the learning to life, the children dressed up as superheroes and they 
especially enjoyed taking part in the “s” for superhero activity.  Costumes always add 
a little extra excitement and help the children really connect with the sounds they are 
learning. 

The class puppets were also used, which the children absolutely love. Puppets 
encourage even our quietest children to join in. Maya spent time with the rabbit 
puppet, searching for objects beginning with the focus sound. She asked the rabbit for 
help and then hunted around the room to collect items that matched — great 
enthusiasm and brilliant listening! 

Communication and language skills are at the heart of our 
phonics programme in Robins. Each week, the children are 
introduced to a new sound and letter, exploring it through group 
time and hands-on activities. They look for objects or animals 
beginning with the sound, and are introduced to new 
vocabulary, being encouraged to use these words in their play. 

Through fun, engaging activities like these, the children build 
strong foundations in speaking, listening, and early reading, 
helping them grow into confident, expressive communicators. 

Principal’s Awards: 

Well done to Arthur Lees and Dylan Yarr.  Arthur 
created a fantastic wooden battering ram and 
trebuchet to demonstrate methods of attacking a 
castle. Whilst Dylan used a 3D printer to create a 
catapult and ballista.  Both pupils have demonstrated 
superb design skills, whilst also bringing their history 
lessons to life! Excellent effort from both pupils. 

House Points/Recognition Postcards:   

I was very pleased to hear from Mrs Burtenshaw this week informing me that she has sent home the first 
“Recognition Postcards” for Caitlin Kelly and Jack Talbot from 9Mg, advising parents that they have both 
reached 50 house points.  This milestone indicates how much effort the pupils have both been putting into 
lessons and day-to-day school life and they are to be congratulated.    

Personal Pursuits: 

I was pleased to hear about Max visiting the Sense College in Bedford where he 
talked to the students and enjoyed reading to them. Sense is a Special 
Educational Needs College for young adults with complex needs which aims to 
help them to feel connected and included.  This year, they are inviting members of 
the local community into the College to talk with students.  Well done to Max for 
demonstrating care and understanding to others, which is a truly special thing to 
do with his time. 
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Mobiles and social media News 
 
I hope that you saw the letter that went out to all parents at the beginning of the week regarding our 
policy on mobile phones in school.  Pupils are aware of the rules about handing phones in on arrival each 
day and collecting them at de-registration and we appreciate your support with this matter.   It is 
interesting that The Department for Education updated its website on 19th January 2026 stating that 
schools should be mobile-free environments, with exceptions considered for sixth formers.  We have never 
allowed mobiles to be used (other than for sixth form work), so obviously this was the correct choice. 

It will be interesting to see how the government’s consultation on banning social media for under 16s in the 
UK will unfold.  They claim it is a measure to “protect young people’s wellbeing” but are facing opposition 
from some charities, according to BBC News, the NSPCC, Parent 
Zone and Childnet called a ban the "wrong solution".   

Admissions 
 
We are looking forward to welcoming children to our Reception-in-
Action Day next week.  We are also delighted with the online 
responses for our next Open Morning in March, which is fast 
approaching.  Please do share any online advertisement to spread 
the word.  Your child may be asked to attend the Open Morning, 
and their teachers will advise them if this is the case.  If you would 
like to look around the school yourself on the morning, you are also 
welcome to attend. 
 
Please look on the next page to see news from our PTFA about 
events coming up.  My thanks to the PTFA team for their superb 
organisation and enthusiasm. 

Kind regards  
 
 

 
I M Daniel, BA (QTS), NPQH 
Principal 
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BGI School 
PTFA Events/News 
Year 7 & 8 Disco – Friday 30th January:  Students in Years 7 and 
8 are invited to join us for a fun-filled evening at the upcoming 
school disco. There are still tickets available, and payments can 
be made via Wisepay if your son or daughter would like to 
attend. It promises to be a great night for everyone involved. 

Spring Ball – Friday 13th March:  This year’s Spring Ball will be 
held at the school on Friday 13th March. This is always a highlight 
of the school calendar and a fantastic evening for parents, 
carers, staff, and friends of the school. Please see the event 
poster for full details. If you would like to book a table or 
purchase individual tickets, we encourage you to do so soon, as 
tables are already being reserved quickly. Don’t miss out on 
what promises to be a wonderful event. 

Pre-Loved Uniform Sale: Our next pre-loved uniform event is 
also coming up. Please refer to the poster for dates and times. 
This is a great opportunity to purchase good-quality uniform 
items at affordable prices while supporting sustainability within 
our school community.  
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