: M I Bedf
Principal’s Blog
. Independent
dition 61: 20 June 2025 School

Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends

| am pleased to advise you that Mr Saunders and Miss De Sylva have been appointed Joint Community
Partnership Co-ordinators. They will be reaching out to community groups and businesses to form links
and create further opportunities for our pupils, which will include expanding our careers provision, cultural
opportunities and religious education. This new role will be particularly helpful to ensure that our pupils
are more informed from a very early age in careers, which will assist them when considering their GCSE's, A
levels/Cambridge Technical Courses, and future career paths. Mr Saunders and Miss De Sylva will be
delighted to hear from any of our families if you feel you can offer ideas or expertise in this area. Please
email tsaunders@bedfordgreenacre.co.uk or adesylva@bedfordgreenacre.co.uk.

| am sure you are aware of independent school closures being reported by the press; these have been
typically small schools, with less than a couple of hundred pupils on roll. Of course, any school closure is
distressing for the children, parents and staff involved and the implications impact society. | find it terribly
sad for many reasons. There will be dedicated staff in those schools working hard to support their pupils
and providing a valuable service, many children will lose friendship groups and the level of support they
are used to, and parents of GCSE students will be facing the impossible task of finding the same
curriculum content and exam boards at a new school. There is also the knock-on effect with local
suppliers losing trade from the schools and the lack of state school places in some local authorities.
Indeed, headlines about school closures can cause alarm, so | wanted to take this opportunity to report
that Bedford Greenacre has seen pupil numbers projected to grow in September 2025, which | hope you
find reassuring. This is no doubt due to our extremely competitive fees, the lowest in Bedford, and our
unique all-through provision, together with our ability to adapt to changes, such as moving to a co-
educational structure, not to mention our excellent reputation for catering to the individual and our
excellent inspection reports time after time. In the Nursery projections are up 30%, in the main school
(Reception to Year 11) they are up 4.5% and in the sixth form up 33%, which equates to 11% across all ages.
Of course, we do not intend to increase pupil numbers dramatically, and these predictions fall within the
size of accommodation we now enjoy, so the family friendly ethos we have always promoted will remain
unchanged.

Our Year 8s had a great day out at the
Williams F1 Museum Experience. The fast-
paced world of F1 utilises various STEM
principles in its design, engineering, and
race strategies, so it proved fascinating.
There was an opportunity use the
simulators (which the pupils and staff
enjoyed), explore the evolution of The
Williams F1racing team and even try their
hands at designing and testing a front wing
of a racing car using everyday objects, with
the aim to make it absorb as much impact
to protect the driver. Thank you to Mr Little,
Mr Wallwork, Miss Hayman, Miss Ralph and
Mr Daniel Jnr for arranging and
accompanying the pupils on this trip, as
well as Heath and Toby from the 6™ form.
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Another week, another residentiall It was
the turn of Years 3 and 4 to embrace the
great outdoors with a trip to Grafham
Water. Please check the pictures on our
social media pages, they all look like they
are having great fun, climbing, building
rafts and dens and enjoying team-
building activities. Once again thank you
to the year 3 and 4 staff for supervising
this residential.

Congratulations must go to our Year 10
pupils who took part in the National
Biology Challenge recently, which had
42,000 children take part nationwide.
Tristan was awarded a gold, meaning he
finished in the 5% in the country, which is
an outstanding achievement. Watida and
Navin secured silver awards, finishing in
the top 10% in the country, with Nethu, .

Isabelle, Hannah, Seth, Columbus and Flo receiving bronze awards. Well done to everybody, | am very
proud of you.

| am also proud of Oliver and Mino who are the first junior pupils to receive their gold stars for the number
of House points earned. Well done to them both.

English combined with
history last week when our
Year 6 pupils visited
Stratford on Avon. They
enjoyed a guided tour of
Stratford, explored
Shakespeare's school
room and found out some
fascinating facts about the
great playwright.




Junior Stars of the Week

Class w/c 9 June 2025 w/c 16 June 2025
Forest (Reception) Massi Fregapane Anatasia Magirescu
™ (Meadow) Olivia Thomas Hallie Hawkins
2C (Clover) Lucy Bosworth Luca Magirescu
3E (Emerald) Sienna Thomas Hugo Chrusciak
3W (Willow) Masha Sternyk Addie Mallows
4J (Jade) Connor Bannan All of year 4J
4S (Sage) Sebi Coleman Samuel Van Nieuwkerk
5W (Woodland) Barney Wilson Joshua Michael
SP (Pine) Ariyan Rai Oliver Eastwood
6J (Juniper) Olivia Ruthan-Murray Ru Wilson
6F (Fern) Lizze Dass Harvey Tomlinson
6L (Laurel) David Enwukwe Oso Twomey

Duke of Edinburgh Awards

As part of our DofE programme, we allow pupils to volunteer at the
school, acting as mentors for the younger age groups. This promotes
their leadership skills, whilst helping the younger pupils build confidence
in their work and when interacting with the older pupils. Pictured are two
of the Year 9s listening to the juniors read in one of our flexible teaching
areas.

In July, the silver and gold expeditions take place, so there will be a
number of pupils off to The Peak District to trek and camp. Kit lists have
now been circulated so they are well-prepared, and | wish everybody
who is going good luck! Please encourage your child to ensure that
each of their sections is completed online and submitted for approval so
that they can attend the expedition. Please contact Mr Morrish if they
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have any queries.

If your child is starting Year 9 in September, | highly recommend they take up the Bronze Award as it is
such a valuable experience, which can add value to their CV.

This week in Architecture Club, the children explored the
fascinating world of bridges! They learned about different types
of bridge structures and the engineering principles behind them.
To put their knowledge to the test, they were challenged to build
the strongest bridge they could — using only spaghetti and
marshmallows!

It was a fun and creative session, full of teamwork, problem
solving, and lots of laughter. We were amazed by the innovative
designs and the impressive strength of some of the bridges!

This week, a fantastic group of our Year 2 and Year 3 pupils proudly represented our
school in the Primary First Maths Challenge—and what a brilliant job they did!

A huge well done to our amazing participants:
Owen Tester-Lowden, Lilith Cope, Adam Pacuka, Finley Kelly, Luca Magirescu, Eliana
Kehinde, and Elizabeth Nutley.

Each pupil tackled a challenging maths test independently, showing great focus, determination, and a
true love for learning. We are incredibly proud of their efforts!

Special congratulations to Elizabeth Nutley and Luca Magirescu, who achieved the highest results among
our team and were both awarded a Silver Certificatel!

Well done to everybody involved!



Sports News

Once again, there have been a number of cricket fixtures and successes. All three of our U10/11 cricket
teams won their matches at a recent event, with Players of the Match going to Arthur, Lilliana and Oliver -
well done! In the U8/9 cricket team Rebekka was awarded Player of the Match for her superb batting and
bowling skills, with Eloisa and Evie being awarded Player of the Match in the girls U10/11 cricket match. The
U10 athletics team took part in a local event at Bedford Stadium, showing determination and great team
spirit, so well done to everybody who took part. | was delighted to learn that Jai finished as runner-up in
the Towers U13 squash competition. It is wonderful that our pupils have the opportunity to take part in our
extra-curricular squash club hosted by Towers and that many pupils are now excelling in this popular
sport. Well done to Jai.



Nursery News

We are pleased to introduce you to a new member of the team who has
recently joined us. Kayleigh brings with her a wealth of experience within a
nursery setting and will be working with our older children in the Owls room.

It was World Turtle Day this week — and as 50% of the oxygen
we breathe comes from the ocean, we rely on sea turtles for
the health of everything that lives in the sea - it's only fair we
celebrate them with their own special day to thank them for
all the work they do out there! Fledgelings made an ocean
tray with all their own sea creatures, and balancing stones.

And from sea to space, we had our own mini spacemen. The
children made rockets and enjoyed counting 3, 2 1, blast off!

All the children enjoyed
the lovely sunny
weather and making
the most of the outside
space with lots and
lots of water play!

Congratulations to Oliver from Year 5 who completed the
muddy kids Sk run in aid of Cancer Research, raising a
fantastic £300.

Well done to Seth from Year 10 who won the U1é County tennis
in Northampton. He also won an U1é tennis competition in
Huntingdon. In the Regionals held in Amersham he placed
fourth out of 32 players, which is excellent, and representing
Riverside Tennis Club in the men'’s club league he beat the
Towers A team in the first round, winning his singles and
doubles matches.

Well done to Charlie in Year 9 who put on his hiking boots
recently to complete the 3 Peaks challenge. With his team
of 9 people, he raised £2,500 for the Ride High Charity.
What a wonderful thing to do and Charlie should feel very
proud of his accomplishment.

Congratulations to Ariyan from Year 5 who participated in
the Central Zone Tournament of GKR Karate last
weekend. He was awarded the bronze medal for his
performance in the Kata category of his age group. Excellent ‘
result Ariyan — keep up the great effort!

Congratulations to Sienna in Year 4, who recently triumphed at the Woolfy Tennis
Tournament! Her hard work, determination, and impressive skills on the court led her
to a well-deserved victory




The majority of the Year 11s and Year 13s have now completed their formal examinations; they have acted
in a mature manner and now they can enjoy their well-earned rest over the long summer break.

Results days are on the 14" August for A-levels/Cambridge Technical Courses and the 21 August for
GCSEs. Please remind your children that It's natural to feel anxious about results, but we must always
remember that our worth is not defined by them. The summer period is a time to relax, enjoy being with
family and friends and when results day comes there are always options available, with staff on hand to
offer advice throughout the morning.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Evans and Mr Jones, our Deputy Head Teachers, for their
organisation throughout the formal examinations.

On Monday evening, 16 June,

Mr Roberts arranged a special visit
from actor Paul Ready, star of stage
and screen, known to many for his role
as Kevin in the BBC's hit comedy,
Motherland, whilst on stage he has
appeared in many roles including
Macbeth.

It was an intimate event, with Paul
sharing his knowledge of the industry,
which was fascinating, particularly for
our drama students. Thank you to all
of you who attended and, from the
comments | have received, | was
pleased that you found it to be an
enjoyable question and answer
experience. My thanks to Mr Sam Roberts for inviting Paul along to Bedford Greenacre.

Parent Teacher and Friends Association

Pre-Loved Uniform Donations — Especially from Year 11

As our fantastic Year 11 students move on to BGI Sixth Form or external
post 16 establishments, we warmly encourage families to donate any
pre-loved school uniform items. These donations help other pupils and
support sustainability within our school community.

Please ensure all items are washed and bagged and leave them with 2 e e
8.45-10.00 a.m.

Gina or Anna before the last day of term. Your generosity is truly fi000am
appreciated—thank you! accepted.

The pre-loved uniform shop will be open for the final time this term on Access via 'mum%‘t:::c\eon Manto
Friday 4™ July and then over the summer holidays on the following hellogbedfordgrestingg
dates from 9am-10am:

Friday 25% July

Friday 8" August
Friday 29 September

PTFA at Sports Day — Come Say Hello!

The PTFA Committee will be running refreshment stalls at both the Junior and Senior Sports Days.

We'd love for you to stop by, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee, and meet the team. It's a great chance to find
out more about what we do and how you can get involved. If you can volunteer to help, please speak to
Gina.



Supporting Our School — Thanks to You!

The BGI PTFA Committee has been proud to support several funding requests over the last few months,
made possible by your generous contributions and involvement. We have sponsored embroidered chef
whites for our budding culinary students; and a parent and pupil workshop.

These initiatives are just a few examples of how PTFA funds are used to enrich the school experience for
everyone.

PTFA Committee Elections — Join the Team!

The PTFA Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held on Wednesday 10th September, and all committee
roles are up for re-election, including:

e Chair

e Vice Chair

e Secretary

e Treasurer

e General Committee Members

If you're passionate about supporting the school and making a difference, we'd love for you to nominate
yourself to join our friendly and committed team.

All nominations must be submitted at least 24 hours before the AGM.

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to seeing you at Sports Day and welcoming new
faces to the PTFA!

Kind regards

| M Daniel, BA (QTS), NPQH
Principal



