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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends

| would like to say thank you to all the pupils who helped out at the Open Morning last Saturday, they
created such a positive atmosphere for our visitors. | would also like to thank the staff and
governors/trustees who were in attendance. As | said in my last blog, it was a different type of experience
this time because parents had the opportunity to meet the staff and hear all about the new development
in the comfort of Shakespeare Road, whilst they also had the chance to go to the new site and see how it
is progressing. It was great to chat to so many new families who were keen to find out about our unique
school. The morning was very busy, but it proved to be a great launch event for those considering school
options for January or September 2025.

We have a Reception in Action event on Wednesday 6" November, so if you know anybody who is keen to
find out more for their child’s first school year starting in September 2025, then please tell them to sign up.

| would also like to thank Mr Woodward and his sixth form team for their presentation just before the main
Open Morning. | am reliably informed that there were record numbers in attendance. This underlines just
how far the popularity of our sixth form provision has come in the last 8 years since it opened with a
handful of students. | am very proud of the sixth form, from both a professional and personal viewpoint, as
my two sons attended it, | therefore know just how much personal support is provided to ensure our pupils
achieve their very best. Past pupils have gone on to achieve top grades in their future studies and have
entered a diverse range of careers, in such areas as law, geography and the environment, advertising and
marketing, fashion, aviation, medicine and engineering to name but a few. We provide the traditional A-
level linear studies and the Cambridge Technical courses, which offer more flexibility in terms of
coursework and examinations spread throughout the two-year period of study, which some prefer. Please
do not hesitate to speak to Mr Woodward or Mrs Kirkham if you have any questions or need advice about
subjects.

Last Friday | hosted the first Parent Council Meeting of this academic year, which was well attended, and |
would like to thank all those who came along for your input and support of the school. | hope that you
saw the minutes that were circulated. It was pleasing to hear the compliments about the school in terms
of exam results, behavioural standards and happiness of the pupils. Thank you to the PTA members for the
coffee morning which followed the Parent Council Meeting.

The sixth formers, led by Heads of School, Ben and Amelia, together with a large number of 6" formers did
a good job of hosting the Macmillan cake sale. Thank you to everybody who supported this event by
providing cakes and for giving generously. We managed to raise £394.40.



Last week | gave you a brief update on the impact of the rain
on the new development, which has held up things because a
building site is not a great place to be when the heavens open!
| am praying the weather dries up and stays dry for a lengthy
period of time.

Being on a hilltop does mean that we can see the impact of the
river flooding over the other side of the Clapham Road, this will
be a great talking point w
for geography lessons in
futurel
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Despite the rain, the contractors did manage to get the glasswork
into the main Reception area during some of the drier spells last
week, the entrance now looks very impressive. Also, the first of the
carpets went in this week, which makes it easier to envisage a
working classroom.

You should have received a survey last week regarding your child’s
travel to and from school, this will help update our travel plan with the Local Authority, so thank you to
those who have already completed it. There will be another survey shortly regarding relationship and sex
education, subjects which we provide following current legislation, so please do complete the survey
when it is issued. We will also be asking for your views on the school in general terms, together with
surveying our pupils, as it is vital to understand the views of our stakeholders. Again, please do complete
the survey when it hits your inbox.

On Thursday 3rd October, our catering team hosted a special tasting menu for parents to showcase the
quality of our school meals. We received some very positive feedback, and we're delighted that the event
Was d SUCCesS.

There will be another opportunity for parents to experience this in the new school term, and we look
forward to welcoming more of you to share in the experience.

2 As part of our extra-curricular provision, senior pupils can participate in
| THE DUKE OF the Duke of Edinburgh expeditions. The team who run it are busily
i preparing the dates for expeditions that will take place in the summer
term. | say every year, but | am going to say it again, the Award Scheme
@ @ 7\ is a great opportunity for your child, it helps them face challenges and
)’( work out problems for themselves. It helps them form wider friendships,

builds their confidence and it shows that they have commitment. It looks
good on their CV and their university applications. We are delighted that a number of our pupils have
achieved their gold awards over the years and would encourage those in the senior age group to get
involved in this great opportunity.

As | mentioned in my last blog, we value the performing arts at Bedford Greenacre and we want to
encourage all our pupils to participate in them, which helps to boost their confidence. | hope you recently
saw the Music Department’s letter with events to look forward to over the months ahead, they include the
Harvest Festival, the Junior Nativity and the choir taking part at the Christmas Tree Festival, not to
mention our very own Carol Service at St Andrew’s Church.

Our pupils also have the chance to compete in competitions for the
INDEPENDENT performing arts, with opportunities provided via the Independent
isgsgc?,m%%ms Schools Association, together with the Bedfordshire Festival for Music
Speech and Drama, where we have had superb results over many years
of taking part. There are Shakespeare Monologues, poetry
competitions, singing, acting and instrumental competitions to try out, so please look out for details over
the year ahead.



We try very hard to find suitable stage productions to support our seniors studying GCSE and A-levels in
drama/theatre studies and English Literature. Next month the current cohorts will have the chance to
watch ‘An Inspector Calls’, that will help embed what they are learning in class across both subjects, whilst
also having the option to watch 'Guys and Dolls’, which will help drama students delve deeper into
performance skills and analysis.

Other subjects also have a host of enrichment opportunities provided
throughout the year. They started last week with the year 13
geographers heading off to Dorset to carry out their fieldwork.

At the other end of the age scale, Key Stage 1
pupils visited The Hertfordshire Zoo, this is a
great local place to support and learn all
about their animals, whilst also learning what
they are doing to help the wider causes
impacting animals, such as big cats caught up
in the Ukraine War.
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Other enrichment opportunities include the Juniors having a ‘Safety talk’ from our
Local Police Licison Team. Together with some pupils being selected to participate in
anti-bullying training hosted by the Diana Award; they will then act as anti-bullying
ambassadors within the school.

Sports News

Please follow
BGISport on
Instagram to
keep up to date
with the full
sporting news.

Sport has had a rather wet start this year, but there have been a few rugby fixtures and some hockey
taking place despite the downpours. There are also lots of fixtures in the calendar, so | hope the rain
doesn’'t stop play! Well done to everybody who has represented the school so far and particular mention
goes to those named Players of the Match: Veer Mills and Harris Pacuka from Year 5; Charlie Rogers from
Year 6: Joel Eade from Year 4; Joel Roberts and Ollie Instrell from Year 11.

Junior School Stars of the Week

Class w/c 23 September w/c 30 September

Forest (Reception) Robbie D'Anna Massi Fregapane

™ (Meadow) Hallie Hawkins Jason Makombe

2C (Clover) Ayla Acquah Kalayah Clements

3E (Emerald) Sienna Thomas Hugo Chrusciak

3W (Willow) Arya Sohal Maya Kayum
Rebekka Nethersole Kamilla King & Sophie

4J (Jade) Surridge

4S (Sage) Eli Hickman Barnaby Hickman
Jesse Bates Elizabeth Donovan-

5W (Woodland) Bickell

5P (Pine) Alisha Makombe Harry Stock

6J (Juniper) Zachary van Nieuwkerk Sofia Chiuchiolo

6F (Fern) Dylan Yarr Eliza Dass

6L (Laurel) Oso Twomey Ava Patel




Nursery News

September has been a busy month as we welcome new families to our Nursery. Some of the children
have moved to different classrooms and they too have been exploring their new environment, learning
routines, and getting settled.

The general theme in the nursery has been ‘Autumn’ and there have been many activities in and around
the nursery.

There has been lots and lots of rain, but this didn't deter the nursery
children, they enjoyed the outdoors whatever the weather, wet suit
and wellies were the order of the day! Also, the damp was great for
digging in the mud looking for worms and snails. Some of the
children were brave enough to hold them!

The foundation children have been painting
hedgehogs to create displays to decorate their

® classrooms. The children also had fun creating
‘lavender Slime’!  They demonstrated their gross
and fine motor skills by picking and cutting the
lavender ingredient then were able to explore their
senses by feeling and smelling the lavender slime.

create the pattern on the trees.

Robins have been learning about sorting, such as objects of different
sizes and colours.

Personal Pursuits

Well done to Zara who competed with her teammates in the County
Championship recently, taking gold with the highest point score of
the day across all grades, retaining their County Champion title.

Well done to Barney and Ru who played for Bedford U12s Hockey
Club at the weekend in a tournament. Their team finished runners-
up and Barney scored three goals! Ru played in goal for the first
time and only let in one goal in the 5 matches played, excellent
effort.

On Sunday, September 29th, Oscar represented Falcons Gym Club. He participated
in the County Acrobatic Gymnastics Competition held in Luton. Competing alongside
his gym partner, Cleo, in the Grade Three Mixed Pairs category, the duo delivered an
outstanding performance that earned them a well-deserved silver medal. Their
impressive routine showcased not only their skills but also their dedication and
teamwork. Congratulations to Oscar and Cleo on this fantastic achievement!



Principal's Awards

Well done to Samuel van Nieuwkerk in Year 4 who received a Principal's Award for super-fast and
accurate mental maths work.

Well done to Mollie Knight Year 8 who received a Principal's Award for exceptional geography work.
Well done to Evie Martin Year 7, Thandi Magobeya Year 8, Sienna Williams Year 7, Matilda D'Cruze Year 7
and Ayomide Ajiboye Year 11 for participating in todays Black History Month assembly,

Kind regards

| M Daniel, BA (QTS), NPQH
Principal

News from the PTFA

Due to the awful weather last Friday, the PTFA had to postpone their
information stall about the Take a Seat campaign. If you would like to
find out more about this initiative, the PTFA plan to be outside school
from 8.15 am on Friday 11 October 2024 to answer any questions you
might have about the initiative.

Pre-Loved Uniform Shop Thank you to eyeryone who came along tq
opening dates support MacMillan after the Parent Council
meeting. We raised £58 from the Parents’

Friday 18 October breakfast, and it was great to welcome
Friday 8 November new parents too.
Friday 29 November Tickets for the Junior Discos on Friday 8 November are now on sale. Payments

Friday 13 December can be made via Wisepay.
*Open from 9am to
10.30am at our Kimbolton
Road site




