A Level

Theatre Studies

The Edexcel course offers students clear and coherent structure with a straightforward approach
featuring three components, one that focuses on devising, one that focuses on performing or
designing skills and one that focuses on practical exploration of texts to interpret them for

performance.

The Aims

Students will develop and
apply an analytical
framework for creating,
performing, and
understanding drama and
theatre. They will learn the
role of theoretical research
in theatre creation and
how practical exploration
informs theoretical
knowledge.

Students will appreciate
how social, cultural, and
historical contexts
influence drama and
theatre, and understand
21st-century theatre
practices.

Students will explore the
collaborative nature of
theatre roles, develop a
range of theatre-making
skills, and cultivate the
creativity and
independence necessary
to become effective
theatre makers

This is a linear qualification with examinations taken in May/June. All
assessments must be taken in the same series. The course is delivered over
2 years and have 10 Units (6 in year 1 and 4 in year 2). Component 1 non-
examination 40%, internally assessed and externally moderated.
Component 2 non-examination assessment 20% of the qualification and
externally assessed by visiting moderator.

examination, 40% of the qualification.

Component 3 written

Component 1: Devising

Devise an original performance piece.

Use one key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as
stimuli.

Centre choice of text and practitioner.

Performer or designer routes available.

Overview of the assessment:

A portfolio which can be handwritten/typed evidence between 2500-3000
words or recorded/verbal evidence between 12-14 minutes or can be a
combination of handwritten/typed evidence (between 1250-1500 words)
and recorded/verbal evidence (between 6—7 minutes).

The devised performance/design realisation.

Component 2: Text in Performance

A group performance/design realisation of one key extract from a
performance text.

A monologue or duologue performance/design realisation from one key
extract from a different performance text.

Centre choice of performance texts.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice

Live theatre evaluation — choice of performance.

Practical exploration and study of a complete performance text — focusing
on how this can be realised for performance.

Practical exploration and interpretation of another complete performance
text, in light of a chosen theatre practitioner — focusing on how this text
could be reimagined for a contemporary audience.

Centre choice of 15 performance texts. Choice of eight practitioners.






