A Level

Politics

Lively, relevant, controversial. There is no denying that Politics is one of the most interesting and
engaging subjects you can study. Covering news and current affairs from the UK and US, it helps you
understand the intricacies of government and political processes. You will develop research skills,
written communication and debate skills, becoming more confident as you progress. It's ideal if
you're considering studying politics, sociology, ethics, advertising or journalism at university and is
highly regarded by employers in industries including politics, media and the civil service.

The Aims

Students will develop
knowledge and an
informed understanding of
political structures and
issues in their historical
context, both within the UK
and globally.

They will develop a critical
awareness of the changing
nature of politics and the
relationships between
political ideas, institutions
and processes.

Students will develop
knowledge and an
informed understanding of
the influences and interests
which have an impact on
decisions in government
and politics.

Develop critical thinking &
debate for modern politics.

The AQA A level in Politics is made up of 3 components:
Paper 1 written exam: 2 hours, 33%s % of A- level.
Paper 2 written exam: 2 hours, 33% % of A-level.
Paper 3 written exam: 2 hours, 33% % of A-level.

There are three broad areas of study in this specification:

¢ the government and politics of the UK
¢ the government and politics of the USA, and comparative politics
e political ideas.

The specification requires in depth study of UK and US government and
politics. Comparisons across the two political systems are required in
the topic entitled Comparative politics. Students will be required to
identify parallels, connections, similarities and differences between
aspects of politics. This will ensure that students develop a critical
awareness of the changing nature of politics and the relationships
between political ideas, political institutions and political processes.

The political ideas to be studied have relevance to both of the systems
of government and politics. The study of four key political ideologies w

An essential element of the assessment of students’ work in A-level
politics is the extent to which they display a synoptic or holistic
understanding of the subject. A-Level Politics assessment emphasizes
applying knowledge from various course modules to analyse complex
topics.






