
Historical narratives offer us stories of humility, courage, wisdom and – most importantly – hope. In
essence, history teaches us to move forward, recognise our mistakes and learn from them to create a
better existence for all. The aim of history is to further your understanding and knowledge of the past
and increase your ability to present that understanding and knowledge with clarity, insight and
discrimination.

Unit 1 has two elements. A Period of Study and an Enquiry. The choice for this
unit is Britain 1930-1997 (Enquiry topic: Churchill 1930-1951).

The Period Study element is assessed by essays, which will allow learners to
develop their use and understanding of historical terms, concepts and skills.
The Enquiry element precedes the Period Study element, providing increased
coherence and coverage of the chosen period of British history.  In the
Enquiry element, the focus will be on the critical use of source evidence in
investigating and assessing historical questions, problems and issues.

Unit 2 focuses on a non-British period of study. The choice for this unit is The
Cold War in Europe 1941-1995.

Students will be required to answer both a traditional ‘Period Study’ essay
(as in a unit 1) and a shorter question assessing the significance of two events
pertaining to a different key topic from within the option chosen. The length
of the periods studied within this unit group will encourage students to
develop their interest in, and understanding of, important developments.
They will also enable students to ask significant questions about important
issues.

Unit 3 is the Thematic study with Historical interpretations. The choice for this
unit is Popular Culture and the Witchcraze of the 16th and 17th Centuries. 

There are two elements to the thematic study and historical interpretations
unit group: the thematic essay which will require students to consider
developments over at least 100 years, and the in-depth interpretation
element where students will comprehend, analyse and evaluate the ways in
which the past has been interpreted by historians, by using their knowledge
of specific individuals, events or developments that are prominent within the
theme. Students will also be required to show an understanding of the wider
historical debate connected to the issues.

Unit 4 is a Topic based essay.  An independently researched and written
essay of 3000-4000 words. This unit is a non-examined, internal assessment
that is externally moderated.  The essay should include an explanation and
analysis of different perspectives on a clearly stated historical issue, drawing
on a range of primary and secondary material.
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Students will develop their
interest in and enthusiasm for
history and an understanding
of its intrinsic value and
significance. They will acquire
an understanding of different
identities within society and an
appreciation of aspects
such as social, cultural,
religious and ethnic diversity. 

The course will build on their
understanding of the past
through experiencing a broad
and balanced course of study
and they will improve as
effective and independent
learners and as critical and
reflective thinkers with curious
and enquiring minds.

 Students will develop the
ability to ask relevant and
significant questions about the
past, and to research them to
acquire an understanding of
the fundamental nature of
historical study; that
judgements are provisional
and always based on the
available evidence.
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