A Level

French

French is widely spoken across the world so being able to speak French can provide you with travel
and work opportunities, meaning studying the language will be a huge asset. French is the
international language of cooking, fashion, theatre, the visual arts, dance and architecture. After
English and German, French is the third most widely used language on the Internet.Foreign language
study enhances listening skills and memory and also improves the knowledge of one's own language.

The Aims

Students will develop their
language knowledge,
understanding and skills using
language spontaneously to
initiocte communication; ask
and answer questions;
express thoughts and
feelings; present viewpoints;
develop arguments;
persuade; and analyse and
evaluate in speech and
writing.

They will apply their
knowledge of pronunciation,
morphology and syntax,
vocabulary and idiom to
communicate accurately and
coherently, using a range of
expression.

Students will listen and
respond to spoken passages
including contemporary,
historical and literary, fiction
and non-fiction texts,
understanding the main
points from spoken and
written material.

Paper 1 Listening, reading and writing: Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes,
100 marks, 50% of A-level. Paper 2 Writing: Written exam: 2 hours, 80
marks, 20% of A-level. Paper 3 Speaking: Oral exam: 21-23 minutes
(including 5 minutes preparation time), 60 marks, 30% of A-level.

AQA A-level French builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained
at GCSE. It focuses on language, culture and society. The content is suitable
for students who wish to progress to employment or further study, including a
modern languages degree.

The specification has been designed to be studied over two years, although
students can take an AS at the end of year 12 if they do not wish to progress
to the second year of the course.

The approach is a focus on how French-speaking society has been shaped,
socially and culturally, and how it continues to change. In the first year,
aspects of the social context are studied, together with aspects of the
artistic life of French-speaking countries. In the second year further aspects
of the social background are covered, this time focusing on issues such as life
for those on the margins of French-speaking society as well as looking at the
positive influences that diversity brings. Students also study aspects of the
political landscape in a French-speaking country, looking at immigration
from the political perspective and at the way in which political power is
expressed through action such as strikes and demonstrations. Teenagers
and the extent to which they are politically engaged looks towards the
future of political life in French-speaking society.

For the writing paper we will study a book about a young Jewish boy's life in
France under Nazi occupation (‘Un Sac de Billes' de Joseph Joffo — a true
story) and we'll also study the film 'Entre les murs’ which looks at life in a
school in a poor area of Paris.

In addition, students will conduct individual research on a subject of personal
interest, relating to the country or countries where French is spoken, so as to
present and discuss this in the oral exam.






