
Studying literature feeds the imagination. The analytical, interpretative and discursive skills you
develop by studying literature will also prove excellent preparation for university and the workplace. 
When studying Literature, students can learn that language can be used for specific and aesthetic
purposes. Familiarity with the concepts of beat, metre and rhythm can improve their own writing as
they are able to appreciate and apply these ideas.

The assessment of the OCR A Level in English Literature is split into
three components: two examined components each worth 40% of the
qualification and one non examined assessment component worth
20%.
The Drama and poetry pre-1900 examination covers three pre-1900
texts: Shakespeare, drama pre-1900 and poetry pre-1900. 
The comparative and contextual study component covers two prose
texts and one unseen text. 
The non-examined assessment component covers three post-1900
texts: one prose, one poetry and one drama including one post-2000
text. 

The OCR A Level in English Literature develops students' ability to
analyse, evaluate, and make connections. Students study at least
eight texts, covering prose, poetry, and drama, including three texts
from before 1900 (one by Shakespeare), one post-2000 text, and one
unseen text.

Students will develop independence and judgment as they reflect on
their knowledge of various literary texts and reading methods. They
will understand how writers shape meanings, how texts are
interpreted, and the significance of cultural and contextual influences.

Students will analyse the structure, form, and language of texts, and
articulate personal and creative responses using appropriate
terminology and accurate written expression. They will explore
different interpretations of texts over time.

Students will connect texts across drama and poetry genres,
understanding cultural and contextual influences on writers, readers,
and audiences. They will explore relationships between texts and
literary traditions, movements, and genres, considering how attitudes
and values are expressed
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To encourage learners
to develop their interest in
and enjoyment of literature
and literary studies as they:

read widely and
independently both set
texts and others that
they have selected for
themselves

engage critically and
creatively with a
substantial body of
texts and ways of
responding to them

develop and effectively
apply their knowledge
of literary analysis and
evaluation in writing

explore the contexts of
the texts they are
reading and others’
interpretations.
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