
WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is a qualification with elements of psychology, law and
sociology that complements studies in humanities. The qualification involves the study of criminal
behaviour and its effects, patterns of crime, criminal statistics and various processes within the
criminal justice system. The subject seeks to find answers to academic and societal questions, such
as what causes criminal behaviour, what is the effect of crime on society and how crime has changed
in the last 100 years.

Unit 1:
·Different types of crime
·Why are certain crimes not reported to the police?
·What are the consequences of crimes not being reported?
·How does the media represent certain crimes?
·How do the public perceive certain crimes?
·Learn about examples of campaigns that have changed the law
·How effective campaigns are in changing the law
·Students design their own campaign
Unit 2:
·How do we define what is and is not a crime?
·How does our idea of ‘crime’ change over time and between cultures?
·Criminological theories (explanations of crime)
·How useful are these explanations for explaining crime?
·What policies are in place to prevent/reduce crime?

Unit 3: Who is involved in criminal investigations?
·How are investigations carried out?
·How is evidence processed?
·What rights do individuals have?
·What is the criminal justice process?
·What factors affect criminal trials?

Unit 4:
·How are laws made?
·How is the criminal justice system organised?
·How do we control people’s behaviour?
·How do we punish people if they commit a crime?
·How effective is our system of punishment?

ASSESSMENT
The course is comprised of 4 units each worth 25% of the overall grade.
Two of the units will be assessed through students writing an extended
assignment (controlled assessment).
The other two units are each assessed by a 90-minute external exam.
This assessment structure is particularly useful in helping students to spread
out their exams and controlled assessment across the two year A Level
course.
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TIn Year 12, students get to
learn about different types of
crimes, explanations for why
people commit crime and
how we deal with criminals.
They also study real life
examples of high profile
crimes and learn about the
media campaigns that arise
from them, which aim to
change the law.

In Year 13, students look at
what happens at the scene
of a crime, the forensic and
police investigation process,
how cases are prepared for
trial, and what happens in the
courtroom at a criminal trial.
They also look at our current
forms of punishments, such as
prison sentences, and
consider how effective these
are for deterring criminals.
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