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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends

Firstly, thank you for your understanding surrounding the NEU's decision to 7] Open Morning in Action
take industrial action. | fully appreciate that this has been unsettling for our = Tuesday 11th June 2024
families and | am personally very grateful for your continued support. | 9 a.m. - 12.00 midday
would like to thank the Governors for their support during this period.

We have an Open Morning in Action planned for the 1™ June 2024, when
prospective families can come along to view day-to-day life in the
classroom, together with the opportunity to view the new site. We have =
Iimiteo! spaces in some year groups for a September start, so please let g‘g‘;’;‘:;‘o‘f'
your friends know if they want to guarantee a place. unleashed.

As | reported in my Blog last week, things are moving at pace on the

construction work, with even more steels going in this week. | have also been working on the interior,
discussing furniture for the communal areas and learning about such items as acoustic sofas! Not being
keen on interior design
personally, I never thought |
would have to be involved in
such discussions; however, | live
and learn.

It is always lovely to provide
enrichment opportunities for our pupils and there have been a number this week. Year 4 had a wonderful
time at Crow Hill Farm, meeting the animals and
discovering how a farm operates. My thanks to the
Harrison's for allowing this visit to their farm.

Year 2 also had a wonderful chance to explore the
great outdoors during Forest School, learning alll
about nature.

Our Year 5 pupils set off on a Bushcraft adventure
on Wednesday; a trip which always proves very
popular. It was a great sense of relief when the
weather finally warmed up, as they are sleeping
under canvas. My thanks to the staff who
volunteered to accompany the pupils on this
residential, Mr Farnsworth, Miss Robson and Mrs
Van der Sande. | am sure there will be some very tired children tonight — and tired staff!




Our Year 3 and 4 students recently enjoyed an engaging workshop by Elev8 Studios, delving into music and
visual arts. Guided by a skilled instructor, they explored rhythmic beats, fostering creativity and
collaboration. It was a wonderful experience that sparked a passion for
expression and innovation among our young learners. Huge thanks to

Elev8 Studios for this enriching opportunity!

Last week, our Year 5 and 6 students _
enjoyed a trip to Milton Keynes A WHOLE NEW WORLD

faab)(m

Theatre to see Aladdin, preparing for
their own summer production. Witnessing the magic of the stage has
ignited their excitement and inspired them for their upcoming
performance. It was a fantastic opportunity for them to gain insights :
into theatre and professional acting. We're thrilled to see their )

creativity shine on stage soon!

Year 10 visited the Science Museum in London today with the intent to help embed what they are learning
in their GCSE courses. My thanks to Mr Little and his team for organising this trip, which | am sure would
have proved insightful for the pupils.

Junior Stars of the Week

Class w/c 29 April
Forest (Reception) Ari Ubhi

™ (Meadow) Lilith Cope

2C (Clover) Reece Sandhu

3E (Emerald) Rebekka Nethersole
3W (Willow) Sebi Coleman

4J (Jade) Giacomo Spiniello
4S (Sage) Edward Harrison
5W (Woodland) All of 5W

5P (Pine) All of 5P

6J (Juniper) Oscar Brenchley
6L {Laurel) All of 6L

Nursery News

Finally, we have been able to enjoy some warmer and drier
weather of late and the nursery have been making the
most of being able to spend lots more time outdoors. As
usual the children have had lots of fun with various
activities.

The babies had a wonderful time this week when they
visited Bedford Library in the town centre. They enjoyed
exploring the book section and sharing books with the adults. They
also enjoyed the giant story chair!

And to celebrate the onset of summer they got busy
painting flowers.
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Our resident chef Marcus will need watch his back! We
have little chefs in the making in our Wrens room, mud
pie was the dish of the day today. The children have
been looking around the garden for leaves and sticks to
add to the bowls. They really enjoyed using the kitchen
utensils to cut the leaves and mix their mud pies.

| The children made their own bread, and they re-
created the story of ‘The Little Red Hen'.

Sparrows have now settled in well to their new room.
They have made a stable for their horses.

Pre-School have been learning all about the letter 'L’
and the sound it makes. The children have loved
making their own letters out of Lego, excitedly
realising 'Lego has an ‘L',

The children then had a go at trying some lemons,
discussing all the funny faces their friends made as
they tried them. In addition to this they have been
getting 'school ready' practising their pencil grip to
write and paint letters.

What fun they had at the ‘'ice-cream parlour, they treated themselves to their own
creations of ice-cream with sprinkles made out of shaving foam!

Sports News

Our Year 3 and 4 mixed athletics team took part in a district event on Monday. The team finished 3 overall
out of over 40 schools, which is a great achievement, made even better with the fact that some state
schools we competed against have a much bigger cohort than us. A special mention to Godfrey Sandati
who was top point scoring boy at the whole event.

Our under 11 boys and girls cricket teams had their first matches of the
season on Wednesday. Both teams performed well and have lots of
potential. A special mention to our players of the matches Vedh
Muralidharan, Matilda D'Cruze and Valentina Lopez.

Moderation Days and Examinations

Year 11s took part in their GCSE PE Moderation on Wednesday and Thursday this week. As a PE teacher
myself and a past GCSE moderator, | know the challenges of the organisation of this type of examination
only too well and | appreciate the effort of Miss Hayman, Head of Sport, and her team in ensuring the
moderation process ran smoothly. Moderation days are simply used by the exam boards to confirm the
teacher's application of the mark scheme for the practical element of the examination, which means they
are looking for a pattern of marking.
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We've also had oral assessments in French this week taking place across both sites, so the examination
period is well and truly underway. | would like to note my thanks to Mr Evans and Mr Jones, Deputy Head
Teachers, for their excellent arrangements in relation to invigilation requirements and cover requirements.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards

The school has been providing the

opportunity for our pupils to participate

in the Duke of Edinburgh Awards for
many years. | personally like to
encourage as many of our pupils as
possible to take partinit. The
volunteering aspect of the Award is

particularly important to demonstrate
motivation and commitment to helping
others. Itis great to be able to put on

‘Expedition Residential

Volunteering Physical Skills

3 months

2 days / 1 night
(1 x Practice Expedition and
1 x Assessed Expedition)

N/A
Bronze SAcnihE Siingaths) (Gold level only)

Averaging at least 1 hour per week.
Plus an additional 3 months for either Volunteering, Physical or Skills)

One section for 3 months and ’ 2 daye/ 2miotit

N/A
6 months (1 x Practice Expedition and
the other section for 6 months 1 x ASsesesd Expedition) (Gold level only)
4 days / 3 night
One section for 6 months and (1 x Practice Expedition and

/i
Silver
15yrs +
‘Averaging at least 1 hour per week.
If you didn't do Bronze or haven't completed it, you must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the longer of the Physical or Skills sections.
days / 4 nights
12 months
tha vier saction for 12 moptts 1x Assessed Expedition) from home}

(A residential setting away

5
home)
Averaging at least 1 hour per week.
1f you didn't do Silver or haven't completed it, you must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the longer of the Physical or Skills sections.

your CV that you have volunteered for a long period of time, and it is a way for individuals to build their own
self-esteem. This year, | know one pupil signed up to volunteer and has enjoyed it so much, they are
continuing even though the allotted time has been completed, which is fantastic to hear, putting in far
more hours than the actual requirement per week.

FIVE BENEFITS OF DOING
YOUR DofE PROGRAMME

SENSE OF IDENTITY

The DofE bring a sense of identity as
you start to explore your likes and dislikes
through the different sections

GIVING BACK TO THE
COMMUNITY

It is a chance to give back to your own
community or those in need.

TEAMWORKING SKILLS

It builds your communication skiills and
strengthens your ability to lead others as
well as to work in a team. This s highly
sorted by employers and schools alike.

TIME MANAGEMENT

It teaches you how to manage your time
and use it efficiently as you are required
to balance the different sections.

ACADEMIC BOOST

A DofE Award is a great way to demonstrate
and evidence your 'soft skills’ in practice
and this is highly valued by universities.

If your child is currently participating in the Award Scheme, they
should remember to fill in their online account correctly and in good
time, with the necessary evidence uploaded; they are reminded of
the requirements at the DofE Club and staff can assist if required.
The pupils will also receive full details of the requirements for the
upcoming expeditions during the clubs; this includes how to pack
their own kit bag, what equipment and food they will need to carry
and how to plan their route for the upcoming expeditions. The aim
of the DofE Award is to encourage independence, but perhaps a
conversation about what they've been told to take would be wise.
Of course, we will also send out the kit list and itinerary to parents,
but you can also check out the DofE website for hints and tips on
packing.
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Personal Pursuits

Well done to Jamie in Year 9 who took part in an adventurous training
exercise arranged by the Combined Cadet Forces over the Easter break.
He cycled 227 kilometres from Workington on the West coast of England
to Tynemouth on the East coast, over the arduous terrain of the North
Pennines AONB.

Conditions were extreme for the first three days, with heavy rain and high
winds proving a challenge and having to sleep in tents in waterlogged
fields!

This type of training in the CCF is designed to push individuals, so it is
great to hear that Jamie completed the challenge in good spirits. Itis a
fantastic achievement and Jamie should be very proud of his efforts.

A proud moment for our Year 11 student, Molly Fellows. She brought home
the Ladies 7's Players' Player Award from the Bedford Hockey Club end-
of-season ceremony. A fantastic achievement!

Arthur, in Year 9, stood out at the Bedford Hockey Club Awards Night. He
won the Men's 5's Players Player Award, a testament to his stellar
performance on the field. Not only that, but he also secured runner-up
positions for Most Improved Player and Best Men's Goalkeeper. Way to
9o, Arthur!

Exciting news, Matilda, in Year 10, recently passed her Level 3 Emergency First Aid at Work
qualification, enhancing her role as a young leader at cubs. She is phenomenal at
managing their behaviour, leading activities, and ensuring a positive experience for all.
Congratulations, Matilda, on this fantastic achievement!

Next week, we have Year 9 heading off to wonderful Wales to discover adventure in Snowdonia at Blue
Peris. We also have the Year é pupils heading off for their residential to Longtown.

PTFA News

— The large Connect Four game has been

Be a BGI Helper | _ purchased, and our juniors are already having a
If you would like to get e W blast playing it. . _
T | O G e ok ; But that's not all! We've also invested in four
. 3 ) benches for both the playground and sixth form

volunteer your time or your RN \ gardens, enhancing the outdoor experience for
ideas, please let Gina or Anna % 005 A our students. Currently, our team is diligently

know. ¥  assembling them. Additionally, we're thrilled to
. announce that netball posts have been ordered

and are en-route.
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BGI Events Calendar Summer Term 2024

Event

Date

Comments

Pre-loved Uniform Shop

Friday 271 June 2024-9am-10.30am

Kimbolton Road site

Parents Council and Parents’
Breakfast

Friday 7 June 2024 — 9am —
10.30am

Shakespeare Road

Swish Swap Shop

Friday 28 June 2024 - 6.30pm/7pm

Kimbolton Road site

Pre-loved Uniform Shop

Friday 5 July 2024 — 9am - 10.30am

Kimbolton Road site

Summer Fayre

Saturday 6 July 2024 - Tlam-
1.30pm

Kimbolton Road

Junior Sports Day Thursday 4 July 2024 BGI Sports Field
Senior Sports Day Monday 8 July 2024 Athletics Stadium
Culture Day [July 2024] Shakespeare Road

* Auction of Promises — Friday 4 October 2024

| hope you enjoy the Bank Holiday weekend.

| M Daniel, BA (QTS), NPQH
Principal
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