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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends

Firstly, emailed with this Blog you will have received a letter regarding the developments in relation to the
new site, which | have sent out as promised to keep you informed of the current situation.

Last week | spent a few days visiting another school in my role as an inspector. | enjoy the opportunity to
visit schools as it's not only important for me to keep up-to-date with legislation relating to education,
which being an inspector demands, but it's also a great opportunity to gain some good ideas to implement
here. | have already shared them with the staff at Monday's briefing and they include such things as a
break-out room, which we will consider for the future.

Last week, the Year 11s held their final get together in their GCSE years. Usually the Prom is their rite of
passage, but sadly that cannot take place. | do hope we will be able to get the classes of 2020 and 2021
back together at some stage for a celebration once all these Covid-19 restrictions are over to make up for
missing their Prom. During Year 10 and Year 11 the Class of 2021 GCSE pupils have been a delight to teach,
they have coped admirably with the very difficult situation we have all found ourselves in and they have
made progress regardless of whether it was through our remote provision or on site. | cannot thank them
enough for their efforts and mature attitudes; | wish them the best of luck for when they receive their
grades in the summer holiday. | know that many of them are planning to join us again for their sixth form
years, which is wonderful and | look forward to seeing them return. If they are moving onto pastures new,
then | wish them every happiness and success for the future.

3 1 _ ~ Then we have the Year 13 leavers, who
have also been superb throughout a very
strange sixth form experience. | know
they have benefited from the small sixth
form numbers we have, which has meant
they have received excellent levels of
individual attention during the Pandemic,
and the importance of that really cannot
be underestimated in these trying times.

| have received a number of thank you
cards from the Year 11 and Year 13 pupils,
together with some from their parents.
The kind words are really appreciated
and |, in turn, have sent letters out to both
year group families.

| wish the Year 13 pupils the very best for
their future and | hope that if they plan to
go onto university in September, they receive a much less disrupted experience that our former cohorts
have in the past 18 months. Speaking of which, our first sixth form cohort has just completed their degree
courses and | have already received some excellent news about their results, which is wonderful to know.

You all received the letter regarding the cancellation of the school fete and the changes to our end-of-
year enrichment activities which is very disappointing, but understandable. Let us hope there is some
better news during the summer holiday period and that school life will be a bit more normal come
September.
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Over the next couple of weeks there will be letters coming out about arrangements for next year and if you
have any queries at all please do contact us as follows, using email addresses via the school office:

Mr Evans - Deputy Head Shakespeare Road Site

Mr Jones - Deputy Head Kimbolton Road Site

Mrs Djukic - Head of Juniors

Mr Woodward - Head of Sixth Form

Mr Pugh - Assistant Head Pastoral Shakespeare Road Site
Mrs Stott - Assistant Head Pastoral Kimbolton Road Site
Mrs Mortensen - Deputy Head Juniors

Mrs Van der Sande - Deputy Head Juniors

This week | was privileged to be able to watch a debate between
BGI School and Bedford School. Our boys were amazing, discussing
topics such as artificial intelligence. Thank you to William, Kaya and
Oliver for the amount of effort you put into the debate, you made me
extremely proud. Thank you also to Miss Clifton for arranging the
event and for running the extra-curricular debating club, which |
would recommend and is certainly an area | would like to see
expanded in the next academic year.

For those of you who follow us on our media platforms, you will have seen the video of the junior pupils
participating in the Guinness World Record attempt, Big Sing. Thank you to all the staff involved,
particularly Mr Day for putting together the video.

It has been nice to see so many pupils attending sports extra-curricular clubs on the school field recently
and even better that a small amount of fixtures have been played under strict Covid-19 health and safety
measures. The Year 7 and 8 boys did well in their cricket match again Hitchin Boys with bowling and
fielding, with special mention to Oliver with 3 wickets for 7 runs, Heath with 2 wickets for 12 runs, Ryan for a
fantastic effort with the bat scoring 19 runs. Last week, Dom scored 55 not out playing up in the year 9
cricket team. Well done to all who took part. The girls have also had a cricket fixture against Bedford
Modern this week. It was a great competitive cricket match resulting in a victory for BGIS. Congratulations
girls!

| know not all junior parents have been able to see the Shakespeare Road site before their child moves
there in September. Here are some of the Junior School classrooms where your child will spend the morning
with their new teacher on the Junior Transition Day on Thursday T July.
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Principal’s Awards

It's been lovely to see so many pupils come to my office for a Principal’'s award in the last two weeks. Well
done to Arthur for a brilliant poem, Oscar for great reading, Lilia-Diya for an excellent writing challenge,
Farrell for producing the most amount of writing I've seen from him, Leo for artwork and Oliver for creating a
moral game that his class will enjoy playing.

Personal Pursuits

During lockdown Ben took part in the RAF Lancaster Challenge, he had to
complete 80km of running, cycling and walking, he actually ended up

completing over 110km. This week he received his medal and t-shirt! What
a super effort Ben, well donel! | COMPLETED

8| THE LANCASTER

| FHALLENGE

| would like to add my personal congratulations to Mimi who was placed 8™ in the
British Triathlon's Summer Duathlon, which comprised of a 1.6km run, 6.5km bike
and another 0.6km run. Fantastic effort Mimi, really well done!

We are very proud of our Deputy Head Boy Jacob, who has been selected to E i
play for the Northampton Saints U18 Team. We look forward to watching his
rugby career progress!

This will be my last Blog of the 2020/21 academic year as in the last week of term | usually send out my
end-of-year letter, so look out for that in your email inbox.

Kind regards

== %m‘*@ ‘

| M Daniel, BA (QTS), NPQH
Principal
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